May 2022

WHO ARE WE?
Belgrade Photo Month is a non-profit organization founded in Belgrade in order to promote the art of photography,
consisting of:

David Pujado

Danica Trajković

Festival Director

Public Relations

Snežana Krstić

Siniša Vlajković

Marija Gray

Festival Coordinator

Curator

Graphic Designer

REALISATION
In 2022, we organised the very first edition of a new Belgrade Photo Book week, as a significantly different event
compared to our - now already traditional - Belgrade Photo Month, which is making a big return in 2023.
Over the span of one week, we had presentations by photographers with self-published books, both Serbians
and internationals, as well as with photo book publishers, a portfolio reviews session with 5 photography experts,
photography exhibitions and - for the first time in Belgrade - a photobook bazaar with publishers from all around
Europe and Serbia. All events were free of charge, plus we also held a 3-day workshop on photo book production.
When it comes to the number of visitors, it is difficult to present the exact figure, since many of the above-mentioned
events were organised for a limited audience. However, we can say that exhibitions and the bazaars had 1.200 visitors,
whilst the participation in presentations, portfolio reviews and the workshop was up to 80%.

PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT
Photobooks have played a very important part in all editions of the BPM festival, and from the first event, we organised
an exhibition specially dedicated to photobooks, which consisted of thematically-related presentations, workshops,
etc. This new project has just been born, and whilst we have a clear idea as to what we want to achieve, we are
building this castle brick-by-brick.
The first BPMbook was officially launched in May 2022!
First we invited photo book publishers from different countries to Belgrade, where they presented their organizations
and their books, and also discussed various topics, such as: How to start a new photo book publishing? How to apply
at a photo book contest? How to work with your project before it is published? and How to promote your book
once it is self-published? During the weekend, for the first time in Belgrade, a photo book market was organised,
whereby photo book publishers, as well as Serbian photographers had an opportunity to sell their books, whilst a
large audience of photo and art lovers were able to buy excellent books at discounted price.
Second we had presentations by photographers whose work was recently published, and who shared their experiences
and presented their projects.
Third we also included several exhibitions related to the material included in the books that were presented. However,
unlike regular editions of the Belgrade Photo Month festival, this event was centered around books.
Fourth we organized presentations, talks and a workshop on the topic of photobooks and other related issues.

PROMO MATERIAL

Roll up 100*200cm

Badges – 600 pcs

Programmes & badges

Column billboard 4 pcs

Programme – 400 pcs

Radisson Collection Hotel, Old Mill Belgrade
Bulevar Vojvode Mišića 15
UK Parobrod Kapetan-Mišina 6a
Istituto Italiano di Cultura Belgrado
Kneza Miloša 56
Balkan Bioskop Braće Jugovića 16
Koska Bar @ Dorćol Platz Dobračina 59
belgradephotomonth.org

13/5/2022 • 18:00

Radisson Collection Hotel,
Old Mill Belgrade
IZLOŽBA/EXHIBITION

Бартcелона POP UP
Photographic Tribute to Summer
Nights, Walking by Robert Adams
traje do/ends 19/6/2022

davidpujado.wixsite.com/bartcelona

16/5/2022 • 15:00–15:45

16/5/2022 • 15:45–16:30

16/5/2022 • 16:30–17:15

UK Parobrod
PROMOCIJA/PRESENTATION

PROMOCIJA/PRESENTATION

PROMOCIJA/PRESENTATION

Dušan Đorđević
Memento Mori
Siv I – Time Capsule

Anachronicles 1995–2020

16/5/2022 • 17:15–19:00

17/5/2022 • 15:30–18:00

17/5/2022 • 18:00–19:00

UK Parobrod
RAZGOVOR/TALK

PROMOCIJA/PRESENTATION

PROMOCIJA/PRESENTATION

GRAIN

Academy of Fine Arts and
Design, Bratislava
Creation of Photo-books
Image Narrative and Visual
Storytelling

Vuk Vidor
Weird World
vukvidor.com

Samoizdavači foto-knjiga
Photo-book self-publishers
Dušan Đorđević
Katarina Radović
Siniša Vlajković

UK Parobrod

UK Parobrod

Siniša Vlajković
sinisavlajkovic.com

UK Parobrod

Igor Čoko, Imre Szabó,
Neven Grujić, Miloš Stošić,
Miloš Cvetković, Nemanja Ledenski
grain.rs

UK Parobrod

vsvu.sk

18/5/2022 • 16:00–17:00

18/5/2022 • 17:00–18:00

18/5/2022 • 18:00–19:00

PROMOCIJA/PRESENTATION

PROMOCIJA/PRESENTATION

UK Parobrod
PROMOCIJA/PRESENTATION

Allan Parker
Singular Visions – Image, Text and
the Photographic

Cláudio Garrudo
Ph. Series

Reflektor
Between Pages

UK Parobrod

UK Parobrod

imprensanacional.pt

allanforresterparker.co.uk
pureland.co.uk
footnotecentre.org

19/5/2022 • 16:00–17:00

Olja Traiška Stefanović, Juraj Blaško
Self-published photo-books from
Austria
reflektor.org

19/5/2022 • 18:00–19:00

UK Parobrod
PROMOCIJA/PRESENTATION

Istituto Italiano di Cultura Belgrado
PROMOCIJA/PRESENTATION

Gustavo Alemán
Fuego Books,
the birth of a new publisher

Tommaso Parrillo
Witty Books
witty-books.com

fuegobooks.com

19/5/2022 • 19:00
Istituto Italiano di Cultura Belgrado
IZLOŽBA/EXHIBITION

Mattia Parodi
Piergiorgio Sorgetti
The Missing Eye
kustos/curator Tommaso Parrillo
traje do/ends 17/6/2022

witty-books.com

20/5/2022 • 16:00–17:00

20/5/2022 • 17:00–18:00

UK Parobrod
PROMOCIJA/PRESENTATION

UK Parobrod
PROMOCIJA/PRESENTATION

Matej Sitar
The Angry Bat

Inês d’Orey
Beograd Concrete

theangrybat.com

21/5/2022 • 12:00–17:00
Koska Bar @ Dorćol Platz
BAZAR/BAZAAR

Foto-knjiga/Photo-books
Svi događaji će se odvijati na
engleskom jeziku.

inesdorey.com

21/5/2022 • 20:00

20/5/2022 • 19:00–21:00
Balkan Bioskop
IZLOŽBA/EXHIBITION

Dušan Đorđević
Memento Mori + Siv I
traje do/ends 3/6/2022
22/5/2022 • 12:00–17:00

Koska Bar @ Dorćol Platz
IZLOŽBA/EXHIBITION

Koska Bar @ Dorćol Platz
BAZAR/BAZAAR

Vuk Vidor
BPM PARTY

Foto-knjiga/Photo-books

traje do/ends 22/5/2022 • 17:00

All events will be conducted
in English.

BPM BOOK 2022

The first Belgrade Photo Book Week was organized from 16-22 May 2022 in 5 different locations, with the programme
consisting of the following:
•

5 photo exhibitions

•

6 photo book publishers' presentation

•

7 self-published photo books' presentations

•

4 talks about photo books

•

1 portfolio review session with 5 different photography experts

•

1 workshop (3 days)

•

1 photo book market (2 days)

EXHIBITIONS
The festival started with the international group exhibition “Photographic tribute to Summer night walking” by Robert
Adams, taking place at the Radisson Collection Old Mill Hotel. Curated by David Pujadó , the exhibition included the
work of photographers such as: Olivera Radmanović (Serbia),Constance Langrand (France), Dany Vigil (El Salvador),
Dario D'Alessio (Italy), David Alexis Jainz Aguiñaga (Mexico), Max Klebl (Austria), Ray Knox (Great Britain), Telmo Pinto
(Portugal) and Véronique Van Meerbeek (France/Belgium). The opening exhibition was followed by three other
exhibitions,: “The Missing Eye” by Mattia Parodi and Piergiorgio Sorgetti. curated by Tommaso Parrillo, supported by
and organised at the Istituto Italiano, plus the two exhibitions by Dušan Đorđević, organised at the Balkan Bioskop,
i.e. “SIV I – Time Capsule”, that was part of the 56 edition of Oktobarski Salon and his most recent project “Memento
Mori”. The last exhibition was organised at Koska Bar, where the photo book market also took place, as well as the
party closing the festival with the work by Vuk Vidor (Vuk Veličković) “Weird world”.

PHOTO BOOK PUBLISHERS
Six publishers came to Belgrade to present their work and also participate in the first photo book market. Most
presentations were organised at UK Parobrod and Istituto Italiano. Fraglich Publishers were supported by the Austrian
Embassy and Austrijski kulturni forum; Witty Books had the support of the Spanish Embassy and Instituto Cervantes;
“Series Ph.” by Imprenta Nacional was supported by the Portuguese Embassy and Instituto Camoes, The Angry Bat
from Slovenia and the Serbian Grain.

SELF-PUBLISHED PHOTO BOOKS
Vuk Vidor's (Vuk Veličković) latest work “Weird world” and his first photo book and Dušan Đorđevic's book “SIV I – Time
capsule” and his latest project “Memento Mori” (in dummy format) were presented by the two authors. Siniša Vlajković
presented his book “Anachronicles 1995-2020”, that was published with the support of the Ministry of Culture of
Serbia, whilst Katarina Radović presented her two books, “Until death do us part” and “Photographs 2004-2007”.
Inés D’Oray project “Beograd concret”, completed during her Art Residence programme in 2021, was also presented.
D’Oray, whose visit was supported by the Embassy of Portugal and the Instituto Camoes, participated in BPM 2021.

TALKS
Dušan Đorđevic, Katarina Radović, who also presented her two books, and Siniša Vlajković, shared their experience
in self-publishing, explaining the entire process, from book editing, selection of photos, finding an adequate author
of the narrative, as well as how to secure the funding and publishers, as well as how to participate in contests and
promote the book for sale in one's respective country and abroad. Ola Traiska, a professor from Bratislava's Academy
of Fine Arts and Design, delivered a talk about the creation of photo books, focusing on the image narrative and visual
storytelling. Austrian collective “Reflektor”, i.e. Vreni Hockenjos and Thomas Licek, talked about this Vienna-based
platform for self-published photo books, and showed an example from a series of video interviews with authors.
Serbian collective “Footnote Center” talked about the use and combination of in-between images or images and texts
in printed photo books.

PORTFOLIO REVIEW
The session was organised in Jugoslovenska Kinoteka, gathering a group of five prominent photo experts, such as:
Branimir Karanović (Serbia, Professor of Photography), Dragan Pavlović (Serbia, professor of photography), Gustavo
Alemán (Spain, co-founder and co-editor of Fuego Books), Tommaso Parrillo (Italy, founder and editor of Witty
Books), Matej Sitar (Slovenia, founder and editor of The Angry Bat). Each of the experts reviewed six portfolios, whilst
participant were from Serbia, Cuba and Spain.

PHOTO-BOOK MARKET
Taking place at Koska Bar and Dorcol Platz, the very first photo-book market was organised in Belgrade. All publishers
who participated in the festival took part, also including Belgrade-based photography collective “Footnote” and oher
photographers who self-published their photo books. The market was open on Saturday and Sunday and proved
to be a great success in terms of sales, number of visitors and, most importantly, their satisfaction, since the market
offered a unique opportunity for the purchase of such high-quality photo books in Serbia.

PRESS

https://www.gradnja.rs/brutalisticki-enterijeri-beograd-fotografije-izlozba-ines-d-orey/?
fbclid=IwAR2sWJohUo_3VqzlSOWv1RfqTAE1JgxSYPQaiuWPKSWPpXN7LcqDCtLgvIA

https://casopisborba.rs/%D1%84%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%B3%D1%8
0%D0%B0%D1%84%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0-%D1%98%D0%B5-%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%83%D0%BA%D0%B0-%D0%B8-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0/?fbclid=IwAR1ZprS1FjL2WAnLMUEj7CfhtnB9SKYPd_
X1JVAzBiRcMQ6ByBPBNxxP2w8

Harper’s BAZAAR Serbia

Politika

https://nova.rs/kultura/smrt-je-u-zaboravu-fotografije-dusana-djordjevica-u-bioskopu-balkan/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QBuERVHL7c&t=23s

https://fondacijasasamarceta.org/desavanja/dusan-djordjevic-memento-mori-siv-i-vremenska-kapsula/

https://beta.rs/scena/kultura-izlozbe/164410-izlozba-memento-mori-u-bioskopu-balkan

https://www.blic.rs/kultura/vesti/dve-izlozbe-fotografija-dusana-djordevica-u-okviru-manifestacije-beogradski-mesec/93xx6zs

https://www.blic.rs/vesti/beograd/putovanje-kroz-vreme-na-bazaru-foto-knjiga-dogadaj-koji-ceobeleziti-beogradski-mesec/c5h7fkt

https://www.rebelgrade.com/grad-beograd/dan-ubeogradu/bazzar-foto-knjiga-na-bpm-2022/

http://new.fotoss.org/index.php/2022/05/12/belgrade-photomonth-book-2022/

https://www.personalmag.rs/pocinje-7-beogradskimesec-fotografije/

https://www.danubeogradu.rs/2022/05/7beogradski-mesec-fotografije-spoznajtesvet-kroz-objektiv/

https://plezirmagazin.net/pocinje-beogradski-mesec-fotografije/

http://www.arte.rs/sr/aktuelno/spoznajte_svet_kroz_objektiv-14794

Vuk Vidor https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FciHAFrHP-0

https://www.rebelgrade.com/kultura/izlozbe/weird-worldprezentacija-foto-knjige-vuka-vidora/

https://izprveruke.rs/weird-world-prezentacija-foto-knjige-vuka-vidora/

https://www.rebelgrade.com/kultura/izlozbe/predavanje-irazgovor-o-foto-knjigama-na-bpm/

https://www.rebelgrade.com/kultura/izlozbe/prezentacijafoto-knjige-sinise-vlajkovica/

https://izprveruke.rs/prezentacija-foto-knjige-sinise-vlajkovica/

https://www.rebelgrade.com/grad-beograd/dan-u-beogradu/grain-i-the-angy-bat-razgovori-sa-izdavacima-foto-knjiga/

https://www.rebelgrade.com/grad-beograd/dan-u-beogradu/izdavaci-foto-knjiga-u-uk-parobrod-upoznavanje-sa-procesom/

https://imprensanacional.pt/agenda/apresentacao-da-serie-ph-na-servia-no-belgrad-photo-month/

https://reflektor.org/events/

https://cultura.cervantes.es/belgrado/sr/fuegobooks-en-belgrade-photo-book-2022/150940

https://iicbelgrado.esteri.it/iic_belgrado/it/gli_eventi/calendario/2022/05/festival-bpm-book-2022.html

https://www.agenziacult.it/tag/istituto-italiano-di-cultura-di-belgrado/

https://www.aise.it/la-cultura-del-marted%C3%AC/the-missingeye-la-mostra-di-mattia-parodi-e-piergiorgio-sorgetti-alliic-dibelgrado-per-il-festival-bpm-book-2022/176067/137

https://www.rebelgrade.com/kultura/izlozbe/otvaranjeizlozbe-oko-koje-nedostaje-u-okviru-bpm/

https://izprveruke.rs/predstavljanje-foto-monografije-beogradconcrete/

RECOMMENDATIONS

Belgrade Photo Month is a place of exchange! Be it with Belgrade citizens, be it with international or Serbian artists.
For me it was a place to get in touch with so many, a place of exchange – an exchange which also reaches over the
EU borders. This is not self-evident but here it happened. Of course it was a perfect fit to show ›Europastrasse‹ at the
festival, since it is a project which exactly addresses trans-european topics. Congratulations to this very well curated
festival!
Otto Hainzl
Photographer

I loved Belgrade Photo Month!!
After spending so many years abroad, I am really happy to rediscover France, Europe, and its surrounding countries.
The festival was quite amazing as it was an opportunity to discover some new work, in a new place (wonderful
wonderful city of Belgrade) and show my work to a new part of the world.
It’s a great international festival that promotes the work of local and international artists. I particularly appreciated
the warmth and dedication of the whole BPM crew who all worked very hard to make everything happen. There is
also an amazing effort to create exhibitions that matter in spaces that make sense and are coherent. Every single
thing in that festival is made out of passion and conviction. Everyday, there is at least one new opening. It’s pulsating
non-stop. David really cares about the photographers he invites, makes sure that they are there to represent the
work, and really creates a lively event through the whole city for an entire month- from a cinema, to a small gallery,
from a fancy gallery, to a squat on the other part of town. It’s open to everyone and accessible to all – that is what
the real beauty of it is. This is how culture should always be. The choice of works is quite diversified and there are
enough choices for all kinds of tastes.
To me, this festival was one of the best experiences, especially on a human level. It was not just a way to show my
work, but to really have a sharing experience in a quite unique place and make meaningful encounters.
Long live to BPM!
Julie Glassberg
Photographer

Winning the first prize in the New Talents open call was an amazing experience for me. David and the Dutch Embassy
made it possible for me to visit Belgrade and attend the opening. Everything about the festival was organized really
well, and because the exhibitions are held across the city, I’ve been to a lot of places where you do not normally
come. Also, the exhibitions were diverse, which I find really inspiring.
The best of all this was to meet a lot of new people from the local community and photographers from all across
Europe! Hopefully we meet again soon.
Debbie Schoone
Photographer
The BPM festival was fantastic !!
An amazing program, varied and international. The organization was impressive as where the different galleries
and art spaces. Many many great artists, images and new friendships. I am honored to have taken part in such a
important event.
With LOvE anD AnarCHy,
Raul Diaz
Photographer
In today’s world, when “photography matters as art as never before” (M. Fried, 2008), a photo festival is an essential
event for any modern city striving to make a name for itself on the global map of cultural centers. David Pujadó,
with his team of dedicated and passionate photography aficionados, are alchemists, who have managed to create,
maintain and grow Belgrade Photo Month, with modest resources, into a superb festival of international caliber. I
have no doubts that the next edition will raise the bar even higher.
Siniša Vlajković
Photographer and independent curator, sinisavlajkovic.com
The Belgrade Photo Month is essential to generate cultural habits in Serbia and to promote photography in Belgrade,
a city to discover with very friendly people.
Cláudio Garrudo
Cultural producer, editor and photographer

For me, as an Austrian artist who is interested in historic connections, it was a very valid experience to be part of the
Belgrade Photo Month. Not only was it great to see the local photo and arts community but to engage my work and
thinking with Serbia, its history, and the relations to the neighbouring countries – including my own.
As the festival is really spread across the city and in very diverse venues it actually forced me to investigate
geographically into the city and that was fantastic. As a participant I was very well taken care of and I will try to come
back as a visitor for the next edition.
Lukas Birk
Photographer, www.lukasbirk.com

Belgrade Photo Month is a unique international event. The atmosphere of the city and the festival made a great
impression on me.
For a month, we could see many great exhibitions. I liked the varied nature of the presented photographs. Starting
from new trends to classic photography. I found interesting the exhibitions referring - with the help of photos - to
other fields of art such as, for example, music, or referring to the history and culture of Serbia or former Yugoslavia.
The number of exhibitions, meetings, presentations, and photo workshops was impressive. It was very nice to see
the passion and professionalism of the festival organization. The director David Pujado, the whole team of Belgrade
Photo Month and Pro3or Gallery were very helpful and I am very pleased with how they prepared my exhibition.
It is an excellent festival, which enables us to see interesting exhibitions, learn about the culture and history of
beautiful Belgrade. And above all, it is also the opportunity to meet great people and outstanding photographers.
I am very grateful for the invitation to the festival and the realization of my exhibition; I will definitely want to visit
Belgrade Photo Month in the next editions.
Marcin Ryczek
Photographer, www.marcinryczek.com

Dear Ms. Tibbon,
I am writing you from Belgrade, Republic of Serbia.
Rumi said: “What you seek is seeking you.”
I don’t know if you believe in coincidence, or nothing is accidental, but…
Recently, while I walked with my dog on Kalemegdan, I saw your black and white photos of Lalibela.
I’ve never heard anything about you and your work, or Lalibela, so.. I can’t find the right words to describe the
impression in my soul while I watched those photos u made.
it was like an earthquake in me – why?, I can’t explain.
They (photos) are beautiful, deep, mysterious, sad and so true.. I’m really happy to discover you!.. and part of the
world I did not know exist.
I thought to myself, how the eye of the beholder, your eyes, is not yours, but the Force (God) is looking through you,
showing us what we don’t or can’t see… and everyone is looking for something, and there are no unbelievers.
Thank u beautiful women, u remind me of Sarah Connor (not the singer) :) - a strong and independent woman who
tries for itself and for others to understand the essence of life through your lens.
Thank you for coming to Serbia, to a small nation and a small country, just like Israel, martyrize for so many centuries.
We share the same pain, and where is great pain, there are great souls.
Whatever you believe in, I wish long life and love always accompany you, and never leave you.
God bless you, and lot of love from me to you.
Aleksandra
Visitor to exhibition
For such a city in the Balkans, to have a photo-festival of this kind is very important for its cultural scene with a huge
tradition in arts. The program brings a very wide choice of proposals and paths in several art spaces, this is also a
great opportunity for those who want to discover (again) the city. Belgrade photo month is also an opportunity to
meet really great people, curators, artists of course, but also the public always keen to discover more.
As Art Director of the Quinzaine SHOOT! in Chamonix, I would love to make the jumelage between the cities become
reality.
Laure Maugeais
Photographer and Art Director

I have participated in the first two editions of Belgrade Photomonth with “What’s this Book” (2016), “Uncensored
Books” (2017), and “H.said he loved us” (2017), three curatorial projects related to photography and photobooks. In
this sense, I have seen the Festival since its birth and very first steps.
Belgrade Photo Month has had a decisive impact on the cultural life of Belgrade. More to this, it is a Festival with a
challenging program open to new formats and means of expressions. It works as platform for all of us, photographers
and professionals from all over the world, to develop contents. But most importantly, it provides us with the
opportunity to reach new audiences outside the confinements of the established international photography scene
and a thriving community of photographers that has a lot to contribute to the photography scene both in Belgrade
and abroad.
Natasha Christia
Curator, www.natashachristia.com
Although I participated as an exhibitor in the Belgrade Photo Month, I must point out that the real significance of
this manifestation is felt as a photographer and follower of cultural events. It is truly a fantastic feeling when for
one month at every step you can see photography exhibitions, follow workshops and lectures, or review portfolios!
However, what is especially important is that many of these developments represent a new and different approach to
photography, offering new ways of viewing a photo and inspiring photographers to take more inventive approaches
to their work. Because of this, but also because of the wonderful gatherings throughout the festival that create
opportunities to meet like-minded photography enthusiasts and the professionals who deal with it, I think that the
Belgrade Photo Month is one of the most beautiful things that has happened to the Belgrade photography scene, and
furthermore the city’s cultural scene.
Aleksandra Leković
Photographer
What Belgrade photo month makes so seductive is dynamism of the program. Dynamism not because of the relevant
art content and diverse artists and poetics that the festival promotes, but also because of the usage of so many city
gallery spaces, which directly activates people and brings city to life.
Belgrade deserved long time ago, to, with quality projects like this one, get closer to other European capitals. By
supporting this project we are not supporting only David and the team of the festival, we are supporting the idea
that the world should be part of the Belgrade, and Belgrade part of the world.
Deyan Clement
Photographer, www.deyanclement.net

Finally, Belgrade is part of the EU.
Nowadays, a country that wishes to be considered with respect and be powerful on the international level has to have a
PHOTO FESTIVAL.
This year is the second edition of the Belgrade Photo Festival. Second edition... a toddler of a festival. But. Let us have a look
at the program. Around fifty (50,00) exhibitions. Workshops. Conferences, lectures, talks. A photo market. Plus projection
of movies such as Alice in the Cities, Persona, Z, and of course Blow up and Profession Reporter. Impossible to quote all of
the many exhibitions, conferences, etc... because there is around a hundred (100) events related to photography during the
time of the festival, one month, April.Check the catalogue, because there is a catalogue. A real one, with pages.
Why is it so important that a city like Belgrade has a festival of this importance and quality. Belgrade is in the Balkans. We
know students, young photographers, mid-age photographers, old photographers, do not all have the possibility to go
to the Rencontres d’Arles, PhotoEspaña, Fotofest Houston festival... Creating a festival of such a scale and scope allows not
only the local public to enjoy it but also the neighbouring countries. Running a workshop these days with students and
young photographers, I can see the high level of education as well as the creative potential these young people bear within
themselves as well as the works that should be seen on the international scene. Young people who are hungry for seeing
photography not only on internet but in exhibitions, real prints, the impact of a curator’s work, meet and exchange with
people related to photography during all of these many events.
Let us not forget these very days are special in Belgrade. Every day at 6 p.m. starts a pacific demonstration, a massive
demonstration. So the programme of the Belgrade Photo Month has to adapt to the local life and schedule, and to the
reality of the present time.
By the way, how does a festival see the light, how does a festival become international already for its second edition?
One man, passionate, do we have to say it, crazy, do we have to mention it, lovely crazy, of course, fell in love with this city.
To prove his love, he built a palace in the middle of desert. Coming from a country where some spend their time tilting at
windmills, David Pujado, the pioneer, the creator, the director of the Belgrade Photo Month, made a dream come true as
well as he filled in a gap. He is a survivor because he knows how to fight windmills. And there are many more windmills
than one could think, all around. Therefore we must hope and believe that David Pujado will be concretely supported on all
levels, in this pioneering adventure to give the festival long life. People, be aware that the palace David Pujado is building is
not for granted. Yet, we are sure, David Pujado, already known in this part of the world as David Pužadović, will never forget
that his compadre, Don Quixote, said:
“No limits, but the sky.”
Klavdij Sluban
Photographer, www.sluban.com
I thoroughly enjoyed attending and exhibiting my work in this year’s Belgrade Photo Month, a festival which although
is at its early stages, it is extremely well organized. Belgrade is currently going through an exciting cultural boom so
it was a pleasure to have the opportunity to get to know the photo community here. I look forward to coming back
in the near future.
Rubén Salgado Escudero
Photographer, www.rubensalgado.com

In April 2016 the Belgrade Photo Month will be held for the first time. From my personal experience as Managing
Director of Eyes On – Month of Photography Wienna I can say that over the years such an event will evolve a huge
interest from participating photographers and artists as well as from the local audience.
European Month of Photography (EMoP) is a network established by the Cities of Berlin, Paris and Vienna in 2004,
which today represents photography festivals in eight European capitals. One of the main goals of this network is
to develop a common exhibition every two years, usually including artists from the respective countries. So far five
such exhibitions have been produced and presented under the patronage of the Mayors in the frame of each cities
festival.
We encourage public and private institutions to support this great project, and look forward to welcome Belgrade
as a new member of EMoP in the near future.
Sincerely,
Thomas Licek
Director of Eyes On – Month of Photography Wienna
and President of Association of European Month of Photography (EMoP)

The need for a festival like this is a cultural rising of urban society, with visual and art awareness in Serbia being at a
low level. This is partly due to photography, possibly the the richest art discipline of the 21st century, being almost
invisible in the context of art in schools and not to mention its value in terms of a national treasure!
Đorđe Odanović
Professor at the Academy of Arts, Novi Sad

Belgrade is still one of the most exciting destinations in the Balkan region, despite a decade of crisis that has slowed
down the development of the capital city. The specific energy present in this city attracts people from all over the world,
although the touristic potential is not used as much as it could be, particularly the specific culture present in the city and
the art scene. The very popular tourist destinations of the world realised a long time ago that today’s tourist does not
expect just good entertainment, but also quality cultural content that leaves a deep mark in their personal experience
and creates a long term relationship with the visited place.
As one of the youngest art disciplines photography is adaptable to all of the changes occurring within society and
technology, so today photography has become a widespread art discipline all over the world. The use of the photograph
is far beyond the sphere of art and has become an inevitable part of our everyday life. First of all, photography attracts
young people who are searching for their own form of expression and positioning within the society in which they
live. Also photography is a powerful medium for social engagement, criticism and engaged thought generally.
Unfortunately, on the cultural scale in Serbia and Belgrade, photography is not considered to be on a high level within
the arts and still falls under the shadow of classic art such as music, painting, graphics and sculpture. This festival of
photography is a chance to determine and secure the position of photography in the cultural scene of Belgrade and
Serbia. This would direct the attention of both the local public and foreign visitors to this interesting and dynamic
medium, the transformation of which happens faster than in any other art discipline.
The festival of photography would engage numerous cultural institutions such as cultural centers, galleries, schools,
as well as individuals who will promote and advance photography: curators, critics, writers and lecturers. Numerous
artists, particularly the younger generation, will get a chance to show their work in public locations, while already
established artists will secure a high level of quality as would be expected from such a festival. The specificity of the
region in which we live, with the frequent collision of cultures during historical turmoil, leaves a deep mark on artistic
production and photographers are no exception to this influence.
Because of globalisation, authenticity has become exclusive; the hunger for specific cultural expression is increasing.
On one hand, the isolation of Belgrade from the cultural world scene is very bad because it disables the development
of an art market, but on the other hand it helps to keeps the authentic art expression of this region. Belgrade Photo
Month will enable the coherence of this specific expression and its representation to the region generally. This could
produce the photographic market necessary for this region.
Ivana Tomanović MA
Associate Professor AUNS and ReFoto magazine executive editor

Belgrade Photo Month is a festival that would gather together a large number of photographers and photography
enthusiasts. Nowadays, when technology is very much developed and has become accessible to almost everyone,
more and more people are engaging in photography. Everyday life is being documented with photography, from
the capturing of an interesting moment with a mobile phone, to very serious artistic photographs.
For this reason, I think that it is necessary to organise a festival like this and to raise the awareness of photography
to a higher level. Photography is not just a memory from vacations or family celebrations; it is a document of the
times in which we are living. It appears in seconds but remains as a document of time, whose detail in the corner can
initiate an avalanche of ideas and information.
This media itself is the most compact and fastest way for the transfer of information, presenting the most details
about the material, motif, emotions of the subject and of the author as well. Because of modern technology a large
number of photographs are presented to us on a daily basis, that is why it is necessary to educate a person to read
the image, select and create their personal criterion.
Organising photography workshops gives a chance for the exchange of experiences and ideas, cooperation among
young photographers, an opportunity to learn something new and to experiment using old techniques in a new
and creative way.
Nebojša Babić
Photographer, Director of O3one gallery,
member of ULUPUDS, USUF, PPof-E i SAM

My solo exhibition at Belgrade Photo Month was the best installation I ever had of this specific series. The relentless
efforts of David Pujado in finding the right space for the show, having the vision for the installation, and securing the
required funding with the help of the Israeli Embassy all contribute to the exhibition’s success. I feel grateful to have
had the opportunity to visit the beautiful city of Belgrade to attend the festival and see all the remarkable work that
was presented, and hope to do so again in the years to come.
Natan Dvir
Educator and conceptual documentary photographer

In a relatively short time, the Bartcelona Concept Gallery, located within Belgrade Design District in Čumićevo Sokače,
has become a notable exhibition space and meeting place for photographers and artists. Bartcelona presents a
multitude of local and foreign artists which are, within the carefully designed selection and presentation of exhibited
photos, refreshing the local photography scene.
With his professional manner in running the gallery and his enthusiasm for photography, David Pujado has become
the guarantee for quality and original exhibitions at Bartcelona Concept Gallery.
I regularly recommend my colleagues, students and friends to visit and see the photography exhibitions at this small
and already well known Belgrade gallery.
The idea of David Pujado being able to organise the Belgrade Photo Month seemed almost impossible due the local
cultural conditions. However, he has devoted himself to the job consistently and systematically, gathering more and
more supporters for this idea along the way. Personally, I will gladly support the team preparing Belgrade Photo
Month and I hope that a number of institutions will also support the festival and help to organise and realise this
festival of photography in our city.
Dragan Pavlović DOC, MA
Photographer, member of ULUPUDS and
lecturer at Singidunum University for media and communications
Over twenty years ago started one of the most dynamic and productive periods in the development and history of
photography. This is noticeable not only in the presence of photography in the press and media, but above all in
intensive art production, numerous exhibitions, photography galleries, artists with different approaches, lectures,
seminars, conferences and the appearance of new views on photography. The first festival of photography was
launched in April, 45 years ago, as a meeting place for photographers and enthusiasts. At the beginning of the
Seventies in the 20th century, another important international photo festival was established, Paris Photo. Today
there is more than one hundred photo festivals worldwide, confirmation of the important role for this media in art,
culture and society nowadays.
Apart from Festival Photonic Moment held in Slovenia, only a few small photography festivals exist in Serbia and the
Balkan region. Belgrade Photo Month will be the first large festival to be staged here. The main goal of the festival is a
validation of photography with analysis, consideration, presentation of photography, artists of different generations and
actual production techniques. At the same time, the festival aims to present various national photographic and art scenes
to an international audience and vice versa. By including photographers, artists, curators, art historians & theoreticians,
media, as well as art, cultural and other public institutions in the city, Belgrade Photo Month can contribute not only to the
contemporary history of photography, but also to the art and cultural scene in Serbia and beyond.
Jelena Matić, MA
Art and media theoretician and art historian

belgradephotomonth.org
facebook.com/BGDphotomonth
instagram.com/belgradephotomonth

